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PARSON JACK’S GULLY

Hidden in the bush of the Bald Hills lies
Parson Jack’s Gully.

Few had penetrated Monbulk’s tangled gullies until the late
1850s when the first gold fossickers rode in with their pack
horses followed by the many hundreds who began digging
and tunnelling in the banks of the Emerald, Menzies and
Woori Yallock Creeks and their tributaries. The Chinese
came too, leaving signs of their camps for later generations
to find in Wards Road above Parson Jack’s Gully. Their round
mine shafts studded the gully, and pieces of broken pottery
indicated the site of a Chinese store on the corner of Old
Emerald Road.

Round mine shaft found in Pason Jack’s Gully 2015

The Emerald Diggings were not like Bendigo or Ballarat
diggings. Access was difficult, mountain winters harsh, and
the gold limited. Within a few months, many diggers were
leaving again. For unsuccessful diggers there was little other
employment. A small number stayed on to fossick in Parson
Jack’s Gully and the nearby creeks, and a few took up land
in the area.

The Bald Hills to the south of Parson Jack’s did not grow top
quality timber, but one part had another purpose.

It was ideal for the manufacture of eucalyptus oil. This was
the great cure-all of the time, useful not only for colds, but
for rheumatism, as an antiseptic, and for a number of other
complaints. Doctors not only prescribed herbal remedies
but manufactured them from plants grown on their own
country properties or harvested from the bush.

Bosisto’s still is remembered on the Woori Yallock Creek at
the bottom of Old Emerald Road, near Butterfield Reserve.

Bosisto’s Eucalyptus OiI was distilled from trees in Parson
- o

by the new settlers.

On the high side of Parson Jack’s Gully, overlooking the
Bald Hills, the soil was better.

In 1894, Sarah Coulson gave birth to a son, Harold (Aldy),
in a slab hut. Bill Coulson was a highly skilled stonemason
by trade but had been unemployed for two years when he
turned from carving marble pillars to splitting slabs and
shingles to house his family. With his lungs full of stone
dust, he died at 37, leaving Sarah to raise three small
children alone in the bush. The Coulson land ran down to
Blind Peter’s Creek, a tributary of Parson Jack’s Gully, and
there they kept their raspberries cool in the summer, and
did the washing.

Some of the small blocks along the gully were consolidated
into larger holdings. The Ward brothers ran cattle on one
hundred acres along the Woori Yallock Creek. Mr Nettleton
had land on the corner of Wards and Old Emerald Roads,
running down into Parson Jack’s Gully. In 1913, he planted
five acres of fruit trees on the south side of the Gully.

Across the road from him, Bert Camm ran cattle on open
grassy land. Bert was one of the first to select land on the
Bald Hills. Harry Ward had one hundred acres in Coulson
Road. Between them was scrub, and a dog-leg road that
ran down to a bridge that led across to Macclesfield. Mr
Holden, who had the butcher’s shop at Olinda, ran cattle on
the land opposite. Stories were told that during the Boer
War (1899-1902), the Gully rang with the sound of shots
from the rifle range. Fired from Harry Holden’s property,
just south of the Wards Road corner, to the target on
McAllister’s Hill.

For many years, a growing number of children in the locality

Bosisto’s distillery near Butterfield Reserve ¢.1900

Jack’s Gully, until those particularly suitable trees were all
gone; for they did not regenerate. A plantation later existed
between there and the now closed Emerald Country Club.
Other stills existed at Macclesfield and Menzies Creek.

When the land boom of the 1880s burst, the depression

of the 1890s began. In 1893 a large part of the state forest
reserve was sold in 10 acre blocks. To Parson Jack’s Gully on
the outskirts of the new Monbulk Village Settlement, came
a group of pioneers to build a life for themselves in the
harsh bushland. However those who tried to grow anything
on the Bald Hills were quickly disheartened by the lack of
topsoil on the yellow clay, and they quickly moved on.

This new bout of hard
times made it worthwhile
to fossick for gold once
again. It was Harry Cerutty
who first found the lead
to gold in Parson Jack’s
Gully. He was an old timer
who had a tin hut where
the Monbulk St George’s
Anglican Church now
stands. He used to sell billy
cans and brooms there

in about 1900. He was a
miner, and fossicked all
around Monbulk.

Another early settler,
John Searle, found gold
between Parson Jack’s
Gully and the Emerald
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Charlie Bally at George Bates cabln on the east side of the Junctlon of
the Emerald and Sassafras Creeks in Parson Jack’s Gully ¢.1900

crossed the top of Parson Jack’s Gully to round up the family
cow from the Bald Hills, dodging the old shafts that claimed
the lives of many a beast. Their fathers periodically burnt off
the scrub to encourage grass for the cattle grazing.

The 1930s saw the return of economic depression, and
again gold offered hope when there was no market for local
produce. Aldy Coulson’s brother joined the Ward brothers
in digging and tunnelling yet again in the gully, until they
struck the old workings and were flooded out. The tired
horses were taken from their perpetual circling round the
puddlings rings, and again the bush took over.

As the bush took over, the shafts crumbled and mounds
of left-over soil and rock from the shaft excavations began
to wash away in the spring storms. The search for gold in
the Emerald Diggings, embracing Monbulk, Emerald and
Macclesfield, was practically over, though a few hopeful
fossickers still explore the area.
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Thank you to the amazing staff and directors of Community Bank
Monbulk & District for the work they do in distributing returns to so

many community groups.
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