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MONBULK MURALS
When Thea and Jack Pater visited Sheffield
in Tasmania where they were impressed by
all the murals around the town and thought
something like that could be a big drawcard
for tourists to visit Monbulk. In March 1994,
through her Kallista business, Thea began
to raise funds for the murals. She gathered
support from several Monbulk businesses
with a fasion parade held at Nathania
Springs by Trimax, Belgrave Bazaar and
Tatters Bridal Ware. Thea also gathered
support of various members of the local
ﬂower industry to sponsor the first mural
which has a ‘tulip and ﬂower’ theme.

Monbulk’s first mural depicting Monbulk’s rural & flower growing
history by artist Rosemary Bloor. It was unveiled by Monbulk resident
May McAllister, aged 93.

Sponsorship began ﬂooding in and by
30th March an enthusiastic group of locals
had formed a steering committee for the
‘Monbulk Murals’ in support of further murals.
A suggestions to create murals on the outer
walls of recreational venues throughout the
township. Within the first six weeks $8,000
had been raised and as reported in the
Sherbrooke Post on 11th May, through the
combination of 20 local businesses, clubs
and organisations the committee had raised
$11,000 for the project.

A sepia mural taken from an
original photo of the Lane
children of Monbulk playing
with thir toys and a little girl in
modern dress looking up at
the painting trying to grab one
of the toys. This mural was on
the wall beside the Monbulk
Jewellers. It now is in safe
keeping at Monbulk RSL until
it can be suitable rehung.

The offical unveiling of the first Monbulk
mural was on June 25th 1994.
Over the next 3 years several more murals
appeared around Monbulk’s Main Street.
The second cameo mural features a framed
black and white picture running into colour
of a windmill with dutch children in costumes
and ﬂowers spilling out onto the ground
where a young boy in modern dress stands
watching. Unfortunately MHS does not have
a photo of this mural.
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Mural of Lane children
February 27 1995.
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Alex Crerar’s bakery on the old Monbulk Post Office.
Photo taken in 1995

The fourth mural to appear was of the original bark hut bakery of Alex Crerar, an early baker
in The Patch, was featured on the old Post Office wall facing Emerald-Monbulk Road. Sadly
extensive white ant damage meant the building had to be demolished and with it went the
mural. Aldi now stands on this corner.

In January 1995 the fifth mural in sepia
tones was of ladies fashion from the
1890s. Donated by Jenny’s Shoppe it
was on Jenny’s Shoppe wall of facing
the Woolwoths carpark.

Mural depicting timber workers and the site of the
Monbulk Timber mill.

Mural on Jenny’s Shoppe.

www.monbulkhistoricalsociety.org.au

The next two murals to appear depicted timber mill
workers and site structures on the side of the old
Monbulk Produce building.This location had been
selected as the building was part of Anderson’s
Timber and Hardware’s originally site. Much to the
community’s dissapointment these two murals were
recently painted over without any conceltation with
the Community group MADCOW ar the Monbulk
Historical Society.
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Mural depicting the sports clubs on Bowling Club wall 1997
with MBC member Peter VanHaaster

By February 1997 a mural on the side of the Monbulk Bowling Club depicted the various
sporting clubs in Monbulk was painted. It included scenes showing tennis, netball, bowling,
soccer, cricket and football. Artist Barry Drinan.

1997 also saw another
mural completed on
the side of the old
Commonwealth Bank
building in the laneway
beside Dr Dan’s Clinic.
This one celebrates
the excitement of the
gold digging days in
Monbulk. Artist Barry
Drinan.
Mural depicting Gold digging days in Monbulk

In 2012 a competition was run by the Monbulk Business
Network Association for a slogan for Monbulk. June
Leonard, a long-term resident was the winner with
her slogan “Monbulk - The Flower Capital of the
Dandenongs”. 2 murals were painted on the walls of
the walkway near Friends on the Hill. One includes a
timeline of the town as well as the other slogans that
were entered in the competition. The other mural was
designed and painted by artist Nick Costello.

www.monbulkhistoricalsociety.org.au

explore@monbulkhistoricalsociety.org.au

4
In 2020 Monbulk Historical Society commissioned artist Tim Bowtell, to paint two murals of early
Monbulk scenes in the Monbulk Community Hub. One is of the main road of Monbulk with Olinda
Hill in the back ground in the 1920s. The other is of Robert Nation’s coach outside Monbulk Post

Robert Nation’s coach outside Monbulk Post Office at ‘Siddle’s corner’ in 1903. Miss
Siddle is standing at the gate. Nation’s coach ran a passenger service to both Lilydale
and Belgrave. The Methodist Church can be seen at the far end of the street.

Office at ‘Siddle’s corner’ in 1903.
The murals of Monbulk became a real tourist
attraction, drawing many people into the
township thanks to the many businesses,
groups and individuals who donated time and
money for them. It is sad that we have lost so
many of these murals.

Monbulk’s Main Street with Olinda Hill in the back ground in the
1920s. Mick English, unknown, Mr A. Hopton, Mrs L. Hopton.
M. Hibgame and Grace Whitechurch are also pictured with Mick’s
dog. The store was opened in 1900 sold to Mr Hopton 1921. This
store was located opposite the Primary School car park.

Monbulk Historical Society is working with the
Monbulk & District Community Opportunities
Workingroup (MADCOW) in hope that we can
recreate the Monbulk Mural theme throughout
the town. The work will be done by a diversity of
artists adding interest, variety and enjoyment
to the many people who see them.
If you wish to participate in this
community project with ideas or donating
your time or money please contact us
explore@monbulkhistoricalsociety.org.au

Monbulk Historical Society would like
to thank Community Bank Monbulk
& District for their cheque presented
on the Community Awards Night. It is
greatly appreciated.
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