A Nostalg1c Walk Down Monbulk’s Mam Street 1950 1980s

Let’s continue our walk down
the main road of Monbulk
and remember the shops of
yesteryeatr.

After WWII Doug Moore built two shops
on the corner of Mt Pleasant and Main
Roads, opposite Micky Seamer’'s
groceries and liquor store. The first one
housed Moore’s Butcher shop. Doug
Moore, who had three daughters playing
basketball (netball), became a delegate,
umpire and transporter and posted the
game times and locations on his butcher’s
window each week. Through his drive,
permanent courts on Moores Road were
constructed in the mid 1960s.

This shop was later occupied by a florist and
then Neesham, White, Gentle Solicitors.
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Moore’s other shop was the local chemist
run by Ossie Adams. This shop later

became the laundrette which remained

there for many years.

Remember the:

The first Monbulk chemist run by Ossie Adams in the 1950s.

J. O. ADAMS Ph.C,F.P.S. M.Ch.AY,
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se handy telephone guide of Monbulk’s Business’ & Traders in ¢.1965?

Bollen’s Hairdresser, Tobacconist and a house where
next in the road until the shops and house were
demolished to make way for a two storey complex of 4
shops in 1980. The bottom 2 shops were occupied by
the Post Office and Dr Cheung Dental Surgeon and a
physiotherapist were in the upstairs shops.

A Tobacco Station and Karvel Shoes occupied the
shops beside the Post Office. Sisters, Michelle Walker
& Ursula Downey also ran the Coffee Lounge in 1979 in

one of these shops. 2
— Nick'’s -

Next was the Pink
Elephant and
s Fish MoNBULK FISH SHoP

Nick’s Fish & Chip.
Remember that jar
of pickled onions on
the counter?

= 9756 9033

134 Main Street
Monbulk
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Nelson Mickelson started Tim’'s Pies & Cakes, naming
it after his son Tim. One of my favourites from this shop
was the delicious hot crossed buns at Easter! Although
Nelson moved on, Tim’s Pies & Cakes remains there to
this very day.

The next shop was Jill Anderson’s hairdressers,
becoming Frank’s Hairstyling and now Harrison’s
Hairdressing.

65 Main Street, Monbulk
Phone: 9756 7466

That brings us to the last shop on that side of the road.
This was first the site of Junner’s house which was
replaced by a chemist in the 1950s. It was first run by
Catherine Lyons and then Joe Sahhar in 1980. Tatters
took over the shop in 1997 and then Yarra Ranges
Optical in about 2000.

Numerous businesses occupied the following shops.

- Mower Shop, Chinese Restaurant, Thai Restaurant
- Health and Bulk Foods, Pet Shop, Accent On Main
and now Hilltop Pizza

A ccent! on YNain”

136 Main Road Monbulk. Phone: 9752 1517

69 Main Street,
Monbulk
Phone: _9752 1188

¢ Bridal Gowns
¢ Debutante Gowns
¢ All Dressmaking Requirements

We cross the street now to the top end of town where
on the corner of Allen Road was Anderson’s used car
yard. Most of this land remained vacant for many years
after the car yard closed. The Seamer’s and Degering’s
house blocks that followed were divided up to build
several shops.

Harty’s Bakery, Brigitta & Dave’s Cake Shop occupied
the first shop from the corner. It has remained a bakery,
now Northeby’s.
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MONBULK BAKERY

Hot Bread, Pies & Cakes
Special Orders Catered For

Northeby’s Bakery

- Fish & Chip Shop. Nick moved his shop from across the
road in 1997 before later selling.
- Halrich Manchester 1992, Monbulk Primary School Op
Shop, Gig and a Bit 2003, now Thriftopia 2025
- David Croucher Photography, PRB, Tomara’s Boutique and
Browns Photographics, Professional Insurance Brokers

BROWNS
PHOTOGRAPHICS

130 Main Street, Monbulk 3793.Tel: (03) 752 1010

Why CFUST your memories o anynlie less.

Tony and Debbie Van der Zanden owned and ran the Monbulk Welcome
Mart 1987-1992 changing its name from Goodfellows to Welcome Mart.
The shop was previously owned by Mr Li Donni

- Mr Lidonni store, Goodfellows 1981, Welcome Mart,
Croft's IGA, AUR Food Express Supermarket
- Bob Gray'’s Butchers then Peter Roche’s Butchers

Peter Roche’s Butchers



Berry’'s home once stood on the following block. - Florist, Linen, Interchange Fashions, Main Framers
It was replaced with - - State Savings Bank, Commonwealth Bank

- Monbulk Fabrics & Haberdashery, Post Office 7
- Monbulk Lunch Bar, The Crunchy Nut

T

- Dr Grants Surgery,
Pet Supplies,
Barber Shop, PIB,
Dandenong Ranges E
Real Estate

Monbulk Florist
From the laneway shops increased over the years

taking in Murray’s house block all the way to the
Police Station.

- ES&A Bank (1980) ANZ Bank, Neat-N-Clean Dry
Cleaners . T = TR

80A Main Street Monbulk

- ANZ Bank, Dr Dan’s Medical iNeaF tafinifgmm

Clinic

- Monbulk Footwear, MS Shop,
Embroidery & Printing

- Milk Bar 1997

- Fruit Bowl, Monbulk Gifts &
Tobacco Accessories

- Blue Gum Deli, Tatiana’s Deli

- Paul & Jenny Squires

- Concept Books

- Video Library & Newsagency
Electronics 1989 - Monbulk Sports
- Accent On Main Wear

- Monbulk Appliance
& Sound Shop

il

Video Library & Electronics

The site of Yonker's home called ‘Blue Gum’ was e
& Sound Shop

next. It was replaced with - Monbulk Appliance
- Friends On The Hill

- Selby Electrical Services 1981, Monbulk Jewellers
- The Clearance Shop 1997, Julie’s All Ages

7 MONBUIK ST T ERS

*  Original oil paintings by Artist owner
KEN HUNT

102 Main Road Monbulk 9756 7652

- Brian Quartermain Amcal 1981, Monbulk Pharmacy

THE CLEARANCE SHOP

100 Main Road, Monbulk (Next to the Ameal Chemist) Phone: 9752 0322

The Murray home was the last house in the Main
Street to be demolished for a new block of shops. The
azaleas outside the newsagency were an original part
of Murray’s garden. The first new shops that where built
on part of the Murray house block were newsagency,
the Sports Store and Appliance & Sound shop.

- Monbulk Hair Care, Kaya
Hairdressers

B8 MAIN NOAD MONBULK 3783 TEL: 8788 8411




The final block of shops to be built on the

Murray’s site were;

- Flexitravel Travelscene, Yarra Valley Water

- Sherbrooke Bakery

- Monbulk Natural Health 1997, Monbulk Sporting &
Dancing / Dancewear Central

- Bendigo Bank

Community Bank
Monbulk & District

B Bendigo Bank

- Mensland 1997/ Trimax, Stockdale & Leggo Real
Estate, Bendigo Bank conference centre

Max Proctor ran his Trimax Store for 33 years
1974 - 2007

- Pharpie’s Discount Shop, Toy Kingdom, Subway,
Direct Radiology

We hope you have enjoyed the wander through
Monbulk’s Main Street shops.
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THE STORY OF THE MURRAY FAMILY

John (Jock) Murray worked his way to Australia as an
ordinary seaman aboard a sailing ship near the turn of the
century. He liked what he saw of Australia, and decided to
jump ship & stay.

He selected land at The Patch, working on the wharves
in Port Melbourne until he could afford to set up a berry
farm. In 1891 he married Frances Lee, who had been
born at Tent City on the Ballarat goldfields.

They spent their early years working their farm at The
Patch on weekends. Their first home was transported
from Richmond by horse and dray, and placed down by
the creek. In later years, they built a home at the top of
the block, near what is now known as Murray Road.
Jock’s son Edgar, known as Perce, and his wife Ida took
over running his land at The Patch, after Jock suffered
a fall on the docks, breaking both his legs in a fall from
a ship’s mast. Perce & Ida moved from The Patch to a
house in Main Street, Monbulk, next door to the present
Police Station.

Perce and Ida had four daughters, Val, Frances, Edna
and Margaret who all married local boys, Bill McAlister,
Frank Weavers, Bob Bennett and Bob Davidson.

Perce had various jobs, working in timber mills and road
making and eventually at Burnham Beeches. He later
worked for the G. J. Coles family as a gardener.

In later years Perce worked at Camm’s Jam Factory.
Jock was known to make his own beer, and this recipe
was found scribbled in Mr A. Lawson’s daily journal, in
which Jock had also recorded information regarding daily
weather, purchases and work undertaken.

Vale Edna Bennett nee Murray |
Edna passed away on 30th August
2025. Edna lived most of her -
94 years in Monbulk and will be |
greatly missed by all her family and |
her many friends.

The beautiful waratahs, rhododendrons and azaleas are
well remembered in the Murray’s property in the Main street
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