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Over the years Monbulk has had many doctors but in 
the early days with the closest doctor being in Belgrave, 
residents had to travel eight kilometres down the hill to 
see a doctor.

The name of Rowland Tapley 
Godfrey was held in high regard 
by two generations of Monbulk 
settlers. Businesslike, quiet, 
and caring, he not only 
contributed to every community 
cause, but provided medical 
attention, such as, setting 
broken bones and treated 
small illnesses, for both man and 
beast at a time when there was no 
qualifi ed doctor readily available for 
accidents and emergencies. Mr Godfrey had b e g u n 
his studies to become a doctor but never went through 
the exams. 

DR ROSAMOND AGNES BENHAM
Rosamond Benham was born in Glenelg, Adelaide, on 
October 10th 1874, to John and Agnes Benham. She 
studied medicine and graduated after passing her 
University examinations in 1902. The following year 
she married Thomas Gilbert Taylor (secretary of the 
West Australian Social Democratic Federation) but kept 
her maiden name and they had two daughters, Lalage 
(1904) and Anthea (1906).
After marrying in 1903, Rosamond moved to Western 
Australia to practice for a short while 
before returning to South Australia. 
In 1905 Rosamond wrote a 
book entitled ‘Sense About 
Sex’ which wouldn’t raise an 
eyebrow today but caused 
some controversy at the 
time and saw her husband 
arrested when selling copies 
in Melbourne. This was at a 
time when women still didn’t 
have the vote in Victoria.
By 1906 Rosamond and her 
family had moved to Lilydale in 
Victoria and she started a medical 

clinic in South Wandin (now 
Silvan). It is not known how 
long she stayed in the area. 
The Victorian Government 
Gazette listed her as practicing 
at South Wandin between 
1906 and 1908 and again 
in 1916-1917 but she may 
have been there longer 
as the records aren’t 
complete. From 1912-1914 
Rosamond was the town 
doctor for Toogoolawah 

in Queensland. She then 
moved back to resume her 
practice at Silvan during WWI. By 1922 she was working at 
the Kew Hospital for the Insane, formerly the Kew Lunatic 
Asylum. Rosamond died at her Lilydale home at the age of 
49 on December 11th 1923. She is buried at Lilydale Lawn 
Cemetery. She was the fi rst female doctor to serve the 
Monbulk population. 

DR FRANCIS
As Monbulk didn’t have its own resident doctor, many 
Monbulk residence travelled to Belgrave. Dr Shirley 
Francis bought a practice in Belgrave in 1922 and 
consulted from a rented room in Sister Galagher’s 
hospital whilst his home and surgery was being built. 
Sister Galagher’s hospital was on the block of land now 
occupied by Belgrave Woolworths.
Dr Francis moved into his new home/surgery in 1924 
and the medical practice remained there until 1968.
Dr Francis enlisted in 1941 and served in the Middle 
East and New Guinea. He was discharged in 1945 but 
did not return to the Belgrave practice. He died in 1956. 

DR JORGENSON
About 1930 Dr Elef Jorgenson came to Belgrave. 
Although he lived and had a practice in Belgrave, he 
happily visited the Monbulk people when necessary.

Monbulk.

Mrs. Baynes, while 
driving the cows 
home last week, fell 
off a log with the re-
sult that her arm was 
broken; she was driv-
en to South Wandin, 
where it was suc-
cessfully set by Dr. 
Rosamond Benham.

The Lilydale Express 
Fri 2 Nov 1906

“Many people never received an account for services 
rendered from “Doc”. When I was 14 years old, I had 
a slight operation in Belgrave, the “Doc” drove my 
mother and me back to Monbulk. The road from the 
concrete bridge to our house was too bad to drive 

LAURA SIMPSON
Laura was well known as the local midwife in a time 
when doctors were few and far away. John Simpson 
and his wife Laura took up 10 acres of land above the 
Sassafras Creek in 1893. Laura’s good 
practical education was a great asset 
to the women of the settlement. The 
story goes that Mrs Simpson had 
been walking along one of the 
bush tracks when she heard a cry 
of distress. She found a woman 
in labour on the mud of the track 
in pouring rain. She delivered 
the child with no shelter but an 
umbrella. Mrs Simpson became 
midwife to the Monbulk district and 
helped deliver over 60 babies. On 
May 6th 1907 Laura began to record 
her nursing cases but had attended many 
patients previous to that date. To call her, 
beating on a tin can was used, passing on the call up the 
hill from neighbour to neighbour. She had the reputation 
of never having lost a mother.
 DR BROWN
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Dr Brown bought the beautiful weatherboard house with 
stables out the back in Monbulk next door to Nathania 
Springs as a holiday house. By the 1950s he moved there 

permanently to retire but ended up running a surgery from 
his home. There was a plaque with Dr Brown’s name on it 
that survived for many years after. Dr Brown was ‘famous’ for 
the way in which he treated some of his patients.
Geoff Sands, who purchased this house from Holdens, who 
had previously purchased it from Dr Brown, remembers a 
story about someone who had a large cut on his leg. “OK”, 
Dr Brown said, “put your leg up there and I will stitch it up”. 
That was out in the open air, on the huge veranda. He was 
probably a little bit rough, but very kind.

DR JAMES
Dr Terrence Rhys James was born in South Wales (UK) 
and grew up in Cardiff. He was sent away to boarding 
school in England at the age of ten. At 16 he was 
accepted as a medical student at St Thomas’ Hospital, 
London and qualified in the late 1940s.
Following surgical and medical internships, he did Army
National Service for two years - 1950-52. By this time 
he had met and married Dr Brenda Mary Thomas and 

Mountain District Free Press
Thu 28 May 1953

Monbulk seeks resident doctor 
A resident doctor for Monbulk will be sought 
by the district’s Progress Association.
The M.P.A. decided at its last meeting to 
advertise for a doctor through the medical 
agencies in Melbourne.

Dr Jorgensen

along, so he carried me along the 
road, through the mud, up the hill to 
our house, then put me to bed. 
Even when he got older and 
into his 80s, he still drove 
around and visited some of 
his patients in and around 
Monbulk. He was a very good 
and keen cricketer, and played 
for Belgrave for many years. 
Doctor Jorgenson was one of 
the ‘The Hill’s’ greats.”
   
Memories of Jack Dennison

Laura Simpson 
1907

Extracts from Laura Simpson’s book

SNAKE TAKEN FOR RIDE, BUT NOT BUMPED OFF 

  A Sunday jaunt to Monbulk yesterday by Dr. Paul 
Dane, a member of the Zoo Board, and Mr J. M. 
Atkinson resulted in the capture for the Zoo of a 
much-needed snake — with an exciting tale behind 
it.
  They were foraging in Dr. Dane’s garden when 
they saw a snake wriggling through the bushes. 
Mr Atkinson got a bag and placed a 3ft. copper-
head into it. 
  The bag was thrown into the boot of Dr. Dane’s 
car, and they set off for the Zoo. A foreman took 
delivery of the bag, went down to the snake pit 
at the Zoo, cut the string, and emptied out — 
nothing!
  The alarm was raised. Calls on the telephone 
failed to raise Dr. Dane, but early today the Di-
rector (Mr H. Kendall), spoke to the doctor, and 
informed him that he must be driving a snake 
round the city.
  Dr. Dane drove his car to the Zoo.
  The lid of the boot was raised, and the copper-
head was bagged for the second time. 
  Apparently, it had squeezed through a tiny hole 
in the first bag.

The Herald
Mon 5 Feb 1940
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produced a son. Various registrarships at the Welsh 
National School of Medicine followed the army service.
In December 1955, Terry, Brenda and by now 2 young 
sons decided to emigrate to Australia. They came to 
live in Monbulk setting up a small practice at their home 
on the corner of Tavistock Road and Monbulk Olinda 
Road, opposite the Mountain Grand. They later moved 
to Anderson’s house on the corner of Monbulk and 
Jordan Roads. They had an annexe built onto the side 
of house which is today used as a flat. They stayed for a 
few years in Monbulk then moved to Dandenong where 
they remained for a few more years and brought up, by 
this time, four children. They moved back to Emerald in 
the Dandenongs for a time before retiring in Gippsland. 
Dr James wrote a book called ‘Outside Surgery Hours’ 
of many humorous stories of making a new life in a new 
country while living in Emerald.

DR KELLY
Dr Gordon Kelly bought the practice from Dr James 
and later bought Bob Camm’s house in the Main Street, 
almost opposite Carcoola Road, and set up practice 
there. He built in the porch to use as a waiting room. His 
wife Pat, was a nursing sister and would help him out 
from time to time until his sister, also was a nurse, came 
to live in surgery and assist him. Gordon and Pat moved 
to Grantulla Road, Kallista with their three children. Pat 
taught swimming and squad at the Monbulk pool in the 
1960s.
Dr Kelly sold his practice to Peter Campion and Greg 
Keogh around the late 1960s. The practice had Doctors 
Hinchy, Gartner, Foxsmith, Dunn, Campion and Keogh all 
attending the Monbulk clinic from Belgrave Medical Clinic 
through the week. Cheryl Hibgame was a receptionist 
for Dr Kelly.

DR GRANT
Dr William Grant had a clinic in Olinda and in the main 
street of Monbulk for many years from the 1970s. Cheryl 
Hibgame, Mary Hall and Ann Dickinson and were all 
receptionists at this practice. Cheryl worked for Dr Grant 
26 years. Dr Grant later moved his clinic to his home in 
Baynes Park Road.
Dr John McKay, who was involved in “The Family”, was 
in partnership in Dr Grant’s practice while situated in 
Monbulk’s main street.

DR CAMPION
Dr Peter Campion (1937-2021), a St Vincent’s graduate, 
bought the practice and the original house in Belgrave 
which contained two consulting rooms and an office in 
June 1966. In 1967 after a period of being an assistant, Dr 
Greg Keogh became a partner and in 1968 Dr Campion 
and Dr Keogh acquired a residence in the main street of 
Tecoma. Dr Peter Campion retired in 2005. 

DR KEOGH and MT PLEASANT MEDICAL CENTRE
Dr Gregory Keogh (1939-2022) Greg graduated from 
Melbourne University, and 
his first year as a Resident 
Medical Officer was at 
PANCH (Preston & Northcote 
Community Hospital) in 1964.
Subsequently he took up 
medical positions in Darwin 
Hospital in 1965 and in Perth 
in 1966 before returning to 
Victoria where he joined an 
established general medical 
practice at Belgrave run by Dr 
Peter Campion. After seven 
years he moved to Cairns with his family and worked 
with the Royal Flying Doctor Service for two years. Greg 
returned to Victoria and commenced a general practice 
at 3 Mt Pleasant Road with Dr Bruce Ingram. Dr Gartner 
and Dr Dunn also joined the clinic. In February 1984 Dr 
David Carne commenced as a full time assistant at the Mt 
Pleasant Medical Clinic. Greg worked there for the next 
20 years. He was also an accomplished anaesthetist 
and surgeon. While practicing at Monbulk, Dr Keogh, 
planned and developed Sylvan Glades elderly people’s 
homes in Silvan Road. He continued to supervised the 
village until accountant Dennis Cattle was brought in as 
the president with a small committee of management.

DR INGRAM and Mt PLEASANT MEDICAL CENTRE
The Mt Pleasant Medical Centre closed in 1982 when 
the building sold. The 
practice moved to 17 
Moores Road, Monbulk. 
Dr Bruce Ingram, Dr 
Brendan Crockett and 
Dr Martina Schmidt and 
nurse Martine Spencer 
were all working from the 
Moores Road clinic in 
1999. Receptionists Judy James, Rebecca and Mary 
were there to welcome Dr Peter Bishop in May 2001.
Bruce Ingram’s Moores Road clinic was sold to St 
Vincent’s Hospital in 2001 and they closed the practice 
in 2002. 

DR JUDITH VARAG
Dr Judith Varag worked with Dr John Gruner’s Mt Pleasant 
Clinic until she opened her own clinic on the corner of Mt 
Pleasant Road and Main Road Monbulk in 2002. The 
Clinic only operated there for a couple of years.

MOORES ROAD MEDICAL CLINIC
Dr Alex Toh and Dr Ramachadran opened their clinic 
at 5 Moores Road, Monbulk in 2015. By 2024 the clinic 
has four doctors, Dr Alaleh (Ollie) Vaezi, Dr Koi Yi Ling,
Dr Kasuni Hematilaka and Dr Yuven Ramachadran. 

Dr Greg Keogh

Mt Pleasant Medical Centre
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Congratulations 
Monbulk Family Clinic!

MONBULK FAMILY CLINIC 
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS 

Dr John Gruner started at Selby Family Clinic in 1995, 
and bought the Monbulk clinic from Dr Greg Keogh on 
26th July 1999. John began the Monbulk practice as 
a single doctor clinic and continued to work at Selby 
Family Clinic with Dr Jeff  Lindenmayer. Jeff  had started 
the Selby Family Clinic in September 1994. Between 
John and Jeff  they shared the load at both clinics. Selby 
became a sister clinic to Monbulk a few years later when 
Dr Gruner bought the Selby clinic from Dr Lindenmayer. 
When Bruce Ingram’s clinic in Moores Road closed 
unexpectedly in 2002, Monbulk Family Clinic acquired 
all the medical fi les and a lot of the patients, hence 
the clinic expanded very rapidly. The clinic soon 
gained some new staff  - Dr Aldona Jones, Dr Kirsten 
Van Haaster and Dr Geoff  Broomhall, nurse Martine 
Spencer, and receptionist Judy James, who both came 
over from the Moores Road clinic. Judy still works at 
the Kallista Medical Centre, another of Monbulk’s sister 
clinics. 

With the help of some government grants, the clinic was 
able to be extended to now accommodate nine doctors, 
six nurses, ten receptionists, an offi  ce manager, practice 
manager and fi nancial manager. 
The building next door (number 5 Mt Pleasant Road) 
houses all the allied health and pathology services 
including Sandy Goss - physiotherapist, Lauren Eeles 
- psychologist, Osteopathic Sense, Eastern Podiatry 
Group and St Vincent’s Pathology. 
The clinic provides a good range of services for the 
whole community. John Gruner was also instrumental 
in getting a radiology service to Monbulk. 
A lot has been achieved in 25 years at Monbulk Family 
Clinic and the clinic aims to continue to improve its 
services to the local community. 
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Staff  2024
Marie Kleinekoort, Kirsti Stephens, Dr Aldona Jones, 

Lorelei Salerno, Dr Dushy Blanchard,
Dr John Gruner and Dr Lakshmi Vengadasalam

Staff  2024
Michelle Wishart, Bernadette MacKay, Melissa Penn, 

Dr Kirsten van Haaster, Willeke van den Bos, Dr Kim Eng Tan, 
Dr Steven Pinolo, Dr Blake Perry, Dr Aidin Riahifard,
Front: Karin Seamer, Lyn Tuhan and Dr John Gruner

  Do you have memories or information of the doctors that served the Monbulk district? If you can help us at Monbulk 
Historical Society to expand our knowledge on our local doctors, we would love to hear from you. Pop in to the Monbulk Hub 

on any Tuesday morning for a chat, post on our Facebook page or send us an email.

DR DAN’S MEDICAL CLINIC
Dr Dan Jeyaseelan has been 
practicing in Monbulk since 2009. 
He worked for eleven years from the 
Monbulk Family Clinic then, in 2020, 
he opened his own medical clinic at 
90 Main Road, Monbulk. Dan has 
been actively involved with medical 
education for over twenty years. 
Much of Dr Dan’s drive in his work 

comes from his great love for the people in this community. 
He has a vision for keeping his patients “stronger for 
longer”, so also off ers a unique service to patients and 
the community through his health and fi tness centre. By 
2024 doctors joining Dr Dan’s clinic are Dr Clare Brown, 
Dr James Caddle, Dr Kalen Winters, Dr Kaushik Prajapati 
and Dr Shaun Tennent. Dan’s wife Nicola is practice 
manager, other staff  members are Glynnis, Will, Kayla, 
Kathy, Jordy and nurses Valerie, Deb and Ash.

Dr Dan Jeyaseelan


