BRIEF HISTORY OF SHERBROOKE FOREST

As long ago as 1867, forests of the Dandenong
Ranges were officially declared a 10,700 hectares.
timber reserve. Originally called Dandenong and
Woori Yallock State Forest, it later became known
simply as the Dandenong State Forest.

For the next 40 years, this forest resource was
tapped to meet increasing timber needs of the
rapidly expanding nearby city of Melbourne. By
1907 most of the reserve forests had yielded their
timber crop and were considered cut-out. Unlike
today’s forest management which makes provision
for regeneration and the replacement of trees which
have been felled for timber, in those days the cut-
over forest lands were them given to agriculture and
settlement. When Victoria’s first Forest Department
was set up in 1907, only 2,177 hectares of the
Dandenong State Forest remained. Part of this
original area was called Monbulk State Forest with
the section west of the Belgrave-Kallista Road
being known locally as Sherbrooke Forest. In 1958,
Sherbrooke Forest Park was officially declared. It
included the whole of the previous Monbulk State
Forest and today has an area of 810 hectares.

In 1987 a process began to §
create the Dandenong Ranges &
National Park. Sherbrooke
Forest was included as part of f&
an area of 1,920 hectares. ¢
Several sawmills were dotted in
or around the forest in the early
1900s, one at Ferny Creek,
another near Cook’s Corner
between Kallista and The Patch,
and at least two near Selby.
In addition there were several
tramlines to feed these mills and §
most of the sawn timber would
have left the Dandenongs by
rail as the roads were in a very &4
poor state. Most of this timber
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was probably loaded from sidings onto the narrow
gauge rail which was opened between Ferntree
Gully and Gembrook in 1900.

The name Sherbrooke originated from Robert W.
Graham who settled not far from where Sherbrooke
Lodge is situated. In 1893 Graham received a
permit to occupy the land and after several years
of compliance with the conditions of permit he
applied, and was granted, a 20 year lease of the
land in 1897. R. W. Graham became a postmaster
at Sherbrooke in 1894. He operated it for nearly 25
years.

In Charles Barrett's book “Sherbrooke — The
Lyrebirds Realm”, it is stated that the Sherbrooke
Falls were known earlier as “Graham Falls” as
Robert Graham would act as a guide for visitors
who wished to see the Falls long before any tracks
were formed in the area. Later the Falls became the
focal point of the forest and a rustic wooden kiosk
was built in the early 1920s with provisions being
carried in by pack horse. It is not known exactly
when the kiosk ceased operation but presumably
in the early 1930s.

The rustic wooden kiosk built in the 1920s in Sherbrooke Forest
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A male lyre bird in a natural forest setting (Tom Tregellas photo)

Since the earliest settlers arrived in the Dandenongs,
Sherbrooke has been renowned for its lyrebirds.
Tom Tregellas and Ray Littlejohns were two who

100 birthdays under her belt!

Congratulations Rene

Rene Jennings, nee Hurrey, was born in Monbulk
on 30 January 1926. Her birth was assisted by
neighbour ‘Grannie’ Eva Seamer hence she was
named Irene Eva Hurrey. She was one of seven
Hurrey children who all grew up in Monbulk with the
Seamer children in Seamer Road.

They moved from Seamer Road to Haig Avenue,
closer to the Monbulk township. Irene attended
Monbulk Primary School then Upwey High School.
In about 1941 the family moved to Auburn where
it was easier to find work. Irene, at the age of 15,
worked in Flinders Lane sewing air-force jackets.

She married and divorced, then met and married
Maurle Jennlngs and they moved back to Monbulk

Upwey High School Form 2, 1939
Irene Hurrey is the in row 2" row, 5" girl from the left.

§ spent many years studying, photographing
and writing about the lyrebirds of Sherbrooke.
Tregellas, who lived for twenty years in a
log in Hardy’s Gully while studying the birds,
is possibly the first person to successfully
¥ photograph a lyrebird. Littlejohn on the other
hand recorded the call of the lyrebird which
was broadcast direct onto radio in 1932 and he
was instrumental in producing the first sound
movie film and gramophone recording of a
t male lyrebird displaying and calling. In later
I #% years Dr L. H. Smith began his lifelong study
¢ 74 of lyrebirds. The Sherbrooke Lyrebird Survey
Group has been working mainly on lyrebirds
for many years. During this period several
papers have been produced and a great deal of
information has been recorded by the group.

Rene Jenmngs still a sprlghtly Iady at 100 years
2026

in 1960. Maurie was a well respected Korean War
veteran. He died on 9 December 2015. Rene lives
on her own today in the same house she and
Maurie had shared together for many years, where
she receives help at home from Mercy Health and
her family.

Irene celebrated her 100" birthday with about 60
people at the Monbulk RSL in January this year.
She received cards and best wishes from the State
and Federal Governments, as well as King Charles
and Queen Camilla, and of course from many
family and friends.




