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Kalhsta General Store

The story of Kallista General Store dates back to 1920 when Leslie Reid bought the post office and store.

L. F. Reid at the Post Office and General Store

After WWI Leslie Figgis Reid, a returned soldier, bought the
Post Office and store at the bottom of Gleghorn Road from Mr
Hartney. Leslie’s mother had lived in Sherbrooke since 1914 at
the end of what is now Sherbrooke Lodge Road, but was known
as Reid’s Road in the 1920s as it lead to her house. A night or
two before he was to take over, the store burnt down on June 5,
1920. Undeterred he started the business again further up the
main road in a garage belonging to Dick Hall and bought the
block adjacent to it.

Leslie Reid then acquired a building which had been a
detached recreation room belonging to a house in Studley Park
Road, Kew. The whole building, including the original slate roof,
was brought up in sections and re-erected on its present site.
Some display windows were installed and a verandah along the
street front and the south side, and dwelling accommodation at
the back were added. (A Village In The Forest)

The present store opened around late 1920. A few alterations
have been made over the years but the original structure is still
central to the Kallista General Store. By the 1940s petrol pumps
had been added. The Reids sold the general store to Edgar

Kallista General Store 1920s (Kallista - The Patch CFA)

‘Bill’ Lyons about 1954 and he extended it, although the Reids
continued as tenants until 1960 running the post office. Bill and
Phyllis Lyons owned the store until 1979 and ran it through the
1960s but leased it out to others to operate later. This included
Max and Lorna McLeod who took over in 1970 and the Heys
family, who also lived in the residence behind the store and then
lived at the house between Arcadia and the tearooms. Tony and
Trish Durkin ran the liquor section with both the McLeods and
Heys. Lou and Moira Heys had it from late 1973 until June 1977,
after previously having the Mountain Grande in Monbulk.

In August 1979 it was bought by William and Margaret
Beale. William was a well-known milliner from Toorak and
was remembered as a flamboyant dresser. In 1981 Lance and
Brenda Carstensen leased the business. The Beale’s then sold it
to Tony and Kathy Roberts in February 1984, with Robert and
Ann Meyers taking over in January 1986 and still owning the
freehold to this day.

The general store featured in the 1986 film called Jenny Kissed
Me, starring Deborah Lee Furness and Tamsin West. They
were paid $400 to let them film there. It was also a backdrop in
the 1984 ABC TV series The Keepers, starring Bill Hunter and
appeared in a locally shot 2017 movie Lost Gully Road.

In 1991 two couples, Ted and Elaine Green and Artie and
Maree Skipper, bought the business and ran it until 2000. Maree
started a  takeaway P
business in the old
post office section but
in February 1995 they
leased it out to Julie
Sanderson who began
a  hairdressers shop
called Mane Event Hair
Design. Over the next
five years two more Kaliista General Store owners, Artie and

hairdressers, Holly and Maree Skipper with Ted and Elaine Greene
(Artie and Maree Skipper)

Ellie worked from there.
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Kallista General Store 1997

From 2000 to 2005 David and Nedene Dorcich ran it. Nedene
recalled

We have wonderful memories of the shop. The locals
embraced us and our young family when we purchased the
shop. In 2000, when we purchased the shop, we had a 5 month
old baby and a 17 month old toddler. We went on to have one
more child while we were in the shop and sold the shop when
I became pregnant with our 4th child. Customers would often
come in for a cuddle or a chat with our children. It really was a
lovely community which enabled us to have our children with
us in the work place.

Peter and Debbie Allan had the
store after that.

The Store was sold again in 2008. |§
In 2016 Josephine Horn and her
sister-in-law Liz Hourigan bought the &
business and completely revitalised
the General Store. With speciality
food, wine and beverages, the pair
tapped into Kallista’s love of quality
niche food and drinks. They also
embraced many other community B
groups, whether it was the CFA or the |
Primary School, and they allowed for ©

their space to be shared. Tamarind Croft (Wilga) and

Josephine Horn outside the
Kallista General Store 2018
(Josephine Horn)
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If you haven'’t picked up our 2025 calendar yet, we still have
some. Available at the Monbulk Living & Learning Centre (The
Hub) or Bendigo Bank Monbulk. A great buy for just $5.00
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On Saturday 29th March MHS launched our latest book
as a part of the celebrations of the centenary of the
naming of Kallista. It is called “Kallista - Most Beautiful”

This book brings together many aspects of how the
town has grown from the early days of settlement
through to what Kallista is today. Over 650 images give
an illustrated look at aspects of Kallista history and
hardships of the early settlers which helped shape the
town.

The A4 book has 200 pages and includes a unique
collection of historical photographs, newspaper articles
and maps. In telling this history the book also gives a
fascinating perspective of how the town developed over
the years and the role that the various families have
played in that development.

Thank you to our generous sponsors who have allowed
us to keep the price down to just $45_OO per copy
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Available from Monbulk Hub, Bendigo Bank
Monbulk, & Kallista General Store
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